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1 . A RANKING MEMBER OE THE ASEAN SECRETARIAT WITHIN THE 

THAI MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFEAIRS TALKED WITH AN EMBASSY OEFICER 
APRIL 7. HE ASSURED US THAT THERE HAD TO HIS KNOWLEDGE BEEN NO 
THAI REQUEST FOR AN ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS MEETING IN BANGKOK 
TO DISCUSS INDOCHINA AS REPORTED IN REF A. THE MFA OFFICIAL 
SAID FOREIGN MINISTER CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN DURING AN APRIL 5 
NEWS CONFERENCE HAD MENTIONED THAT ASEAN FOREIGN MINISTERS 
MIGHT WELL DISCUSS POLITICAL QUESTIONS REGARDING THE INDO- 
CHINA SITUATION AT THEIR NEXT MEETING. ACCORDING TO THE MFA OF- 
FICIAL CHATCHAI WAS REFERRING TO THE FOREIGN MINISTER CON- 
FERENCE SCHEDULED IN KUALA LUMPUR MAY 13-15. 
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2. ANOTHER MEA OEFICIAL TOLD THE SAME EMBASSY OFFICER APRIL 
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7, HOWEVER, THAT THE THAI HAD "ELOATED" WITH THE OTHER ASEAN 
COUNTRIES A PROPOSAL TO HOLD A SPECIAL EOREIGN MINISTERS 
MEETING REGARDING INDOCHINA. INDONESIA HAD REPLIED POSITIVELY, 
BUT MALAYSIAN AND SINGAPORE WERE NEGATIVE, WHILE 
THE PHILIPPINES HAD NOT ANSWERED AT ALL. THE MFA OFEICIAL 
SAID THAT THERE WOULD THEREEORE BE NO SPECIAL EOREIGN MIN- 
ISTERS MEETING TO DISCUSS INDOCHINA. 

3. CHATCHAI REMARKED TO THE CHARGE THAT THE MAY MEETING IN 
KUALA LUMPUR WOULD TAKE UP INDOCHINA. THE EOREIGN MINISTRY'S 
DIRECTOR OE POLICY PLANNING TOLD THE POLITICAL COUNSELOR APRIL 
14 THAT HE FELT THERE WOULD NOT BE ENOUGH TIME TO HOLD A 
SPECIAL FOREIGN MINISTERS CONEERENCE BEEORE THE SCHEDULED MAY 
MEETING. 

4. COMMENT: WE WOULD ESTIMATE THAT CHATCHAI, AT LEAST PARTIALLY 
EOR SELP-PROMOTION, ELOATED THE IDEA EOR A SPECIAL MEETING TO BE 
HELD IN BANGKOK. IT DID NOT INITIALLY ENCOUNTER ASEAN 
UNANIMITY, AND HE BACKED OEE. A SHORTAGE OE TIME HAS HINDERED 
RECONSIDERATION. CHATCHAI MAY HAVE CUT OUT OE THE PICTURE 

THE EIRST MEA OEEICIAL WE TALKED TO, OR THE OEEICIAL COULD HAVE 
LIED TO US. THE SUHARTO SUGGESTION FOR AN ASEAN SUMMIT (REE- 
TEL B) MIGHT HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL AETER MAY, IE IT OCCURS AT 
ALL. 
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